normal ones find their way into the circulation, and remain to be dealt with by the eliminating organs. Hence, in such cases, the re-adjustment of metabolism, when this is practicable, is the first and most important principle of treatment.
At the same time all possible means should be adopted to maintain and, if necessary, to re-establish the activity of the kidneys and other eliminating organs. In three instances it was doubtful.
Of the twenty-two abnormal cases, sixteen had both albuminuria and tube-casts (pregnancy kidney), which in six instances terminated in eclampsia.
Of the 108 women who had a normal thyroid hypertrophy, only two had albumin in the urine, and in these there was a history of renal disease previous to pregnancy.
Six of Lange's patients developed eclampsia, and a remarkable thing is that these same women again took Blum has shown experimentally that the removal of the thyroid in animals is followed, after some months, by death from chronic interstitial nephritis, the reason being that the kidney fails in its attempts to eliminate certain toxic substances which the thyroid normally neutralises.
It is now generally agreed that the lesions found in the liver, kidneys, and other organs, both after removal of the thyroid, and also in fatal cases of eclampsia, are merely characteristic of the effects of some toxaemia.
I have now brought forward some clinical and experimental evidence which seems to me to point to the possible origin of some cases of eclampsia at least, in thyroid and j)arathyroid insufficiency. But The action of thyroid extract was always a precise one when the urine was like this, and he thought it must be a good
